
Organizational Meeting 

Ascension Parish Film Commission 

Parish President’s Conference Room, Gonzales, LA 

March 23, 2015, 3:00 P.M. 

 

The organizational meeting of the Ascension Parish Film Commission was called to 

order. The following Commission members were present: 

Ascension Parish President – Tommy Martinez 

Director of the Ascension Parish Tourism Commission – Tracy Browning 

President of the Ascension Economic Development Corporation – Mike Eades 

Director of the Donaldsonville Development District – Missy Jandura 

Gonzales Tourism Representative – John Cagnolatti 

Parish President Tommy Martinez stated that the first order of business is to elect a 

chairperson and vice-chairperson for the commission. 

On motion by Missy Jandura, and seconded by Mike Eades, Tracy Browning was 

unanimously elected as Chairperson for the Ascension Parish Film Commission. 

On motion by Tracy Browning, and seconded by Missy Jandura, Mike Eades was 

unanimously elected as Vice-Chairperson for the Ascension Parish Film Commission. 

The Commission unanimously agreed to establish meetings on the fourth Monday of 

each month at 1:00 P.M. The first regular meeting was set for Monday, April 27, 2015 to be 

held at the courthouse in Donaldsonville, Louisiana, and the second meeting was set for 

Monday May 25, 2015 to be held at the courthouse in Gonzales, Louisiana.  Thereafter the 

meetings will continue on the same rotation unless rescheduled by the commission. 

The following possible commission activities and topics were discussed: 

1. Contact information was provided to the chairperson for Bocage Plantation, as they 

have expressed interest in working with the film industry. 



2. A promotional film could be developed as a tool to attract the film industry, and the 

parishes’ television station could be used to produce the film. 

3. Missy Jandura has a book of information which she currently provides to industry 

scouts.  She will bring the book to the next meeting. 

4. Commission members could possibly begin touring the parish to identify areas of 

interest. The scouts have expressed interest in empty plots of land, with names and 

contact information of owners. 

5. Different tools for communication were discussed including an app and a web site 

where all information including locations, fees, contact information, etc. could be 

combined.  The parishes’ IT department could be utilized to assist in creating a web 

page and app. 

6. Two projects are coming back to Ascension (Sony TV and Sony Film).  These 

companies have been pleased with good communication and cooperation. 

7. Compiling a database of current photographs from parish locations was discussed. 

“Real Scout” is a program which has been researched and would be an excellent tool 

to utilize. The tool would also allow local businesses and caterers to populate their 

information. 

8. The use of Lamar Dixon Expo center was discussed as a possible facility where the 

Parish could offer incentives (discounted pricing) to the film industry. 

9. The Commission discussed providing an assessment tool to identify what the 

industry likes/dislikes about coming to the parish.  Commission members will gather 

information regarding recruiting tools and fee structures from other parishes and 

cities that are actively pursuing the film industry.  Thereafter the commission will 

make recommendations to the parish council. 

10. The industry has expressed interest in qualified workers to help on the sets.   The 

commission agreed to speak with Dr. Doty of River Parishes Community College 

about the feasibility of offering courses in this area of study. 

11. The Tourism Commission web site contains a listing of films produced in Ascension 

Parish during the past 50 years, and also has a listing of potential film locations. 

There have been approximately 23 films produced in the Parish in the last 50 years. 

12. The possibility of outdoor theaters was discussed. 

13. The filming of the series “”Underground” will be occurring on April 22 in the first 

100th block of Railroad Street in Donaldsonville. 

14. It was noted that the parish budget process would begin in July, 2015 and 

recommendations from the committee should be ready for discussion during this 

process.  The goal is to use funding to offset costs and thereafter to reinvest fees 

into promotion of the film industry in the parish. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:48 P.M. 


