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Ascension Parish Film Commission Meeting 

Ascension Parish Government 

Human Resources Conference Room 

114 Nicholls Street, Donaldsonville, LA  

Monday, June 22, 2015 

The meeting of the Ascension Parish Film Commission was called to order by 

Chairwoman, Tracy Browning. The following Commission members were present: 

Ascension Parish President Representative – Cynthia Stafford 

Director of the Ascension Parish Tourism Commission – Tracy Browning 

President of the Ascension Economic Development Corporation – Mike Eades 

Director of the Donaldsonville Development District – Missy Jandura 

Gonzales Tourism Representative – John Cagnolatti 

There were no members absent. 

 Chairwoman Browning informed the commission members that the Parish Council had 

allocated $25,000 to the film commission. Mike Eades presented a copy of the funding request 

listing approximate startup costs including, logo design, printing, web site development, 

ReelScout© setup, A.F.C.I. membership, photographer, and photo library setup. (see attached) 

Tracy Browing stated that now that funding was approved the commission would have to 

establish procedures with the parish government regarding collection of permit fees, and  

procurement and payment for services.  Mike Eades agreed to meet with the Parsih’s CFO, 

Gwen LeBlanc to establish collection, procurement and payment procedures.  

 Chairwoman Browning shared application forms from several other Louisiana parishes, 

including Baton Rouge, City of Lafayette, City of Shreveport/Northwest Louisiana, West Baton 

Rouge, Livingston, and Jefferson for the commissions review. (see attached) Mike Eades and 

John Cagnolatti agreed to work on reviewing these applications and compiling an application 

for Ascension Parish to be presented at the next meeting.  

 There was a lengthy discussion regarding how the film commission and the 

Donaldsonville Downtown Development District would interact regarding filming located within 
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Donaldsonville and the historic district.  The discussion also included conversation about how 

the film commission would interact with other city agencies located within the parish.   

 Missy Jandura stated that the City of Donaldsonville has a proposed Ordinance 

establishing its own fees that they are currently considering. She suggested a meeting with the 

film commission, the Downtown Development District, and the Mayor of Donaldsonville to 

discuss the details of how the city and parish will cooperate. Tracy Browning and Missy Jandura 

will coordinate to schedule this meeting. 

 The commission agreed that the goal would be to have continuity and uniform 

standards throughout the parish, with initial contact beginning with the Ascension Parish Film 

Commission who would then direct the film industry to proper officials within the 

municipalities. It was agreed that there should be one web site with a universal application, and 

photos and locations throughout the parish, including the municipalities. Mike Eades 

recommended getting a copy of the parish’s Film Recording Permit Ordinance to the three 

municipalities of Donaldsonville, Gonzales, and Sorrento for consideration. The base document 

could be used with the anticipation of an amended fee structure. Recording Secretary Celeste 

Harris will send a copy of the Ordinance to Mike Eades. 

 Missy Jandura gave the commission a synopsis of various issues that have come up 

during her work with various filming projects in the Downtown Development District.  She 

stated that unless the industry is watched closely, they will sometimes break rules regarding 

interruption of service. Missy is involved to protect merchants affected by the filming. John 

Cagnolatti stated that he would like to read a copy of the “Filmmakers’ Code of Professional 

Responsibility” referred to on some of the sample applications. Cynthia Stafford requested 

Missy to compile a listing of issues for the commission, in hopes that the issues can be 

addressed up front when negotiating with the film industry in the future. 

 Missy suggested that the film commission require a flow chart with a hierarchy listing of 

supervisors and contact information. She has also begun asking film makers for a list of where 

and how much money they spend in the community while filming.  Another suggestion is to 

require a map of areas to be affected during filming. Tracy Browning noted that the commission 

would be expected to keep records to show the impact the filming industry is creating for the 

local economy.  

 During the meeting Tracy received a call that someone was requesting to use the 

Courthouse parking lot in Donaldsonville for filming next week. Missy stated that this was the 

same company that she was experiencing issues with. It was decided that Tracy would contact 

the Company to obtain additional information. 
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 Missy Jandura will bring information from today’s meeting to the Downtown 

Development District’s Board.  Missy will also contact scout David Hebert to inquire about 

services to catalog photographs from the Tourist Commission and Economic Development. 

 Cynthia Stafford will touch base with a collogue in Shreveport to gather information 

regarding the operation of their film commission. 

 On motion by Mike Eades, and seconded by Cynthia Stafford, the minutes of the May 4, 

2015 film commission were unanimously adopted. 

 On motion by Mike Eades, and seconded by John Cagnolatti, the meeting adjourned at 

2:30 pm. 

  


