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Ascension Parish Film Commission Meeting 

Ascension Parish Courthouse East 

2nd Floor – Executive Conference Room 

828 S. Irma Blvd., Gonzales, Louisiana 

July 27, 2015, 1:00 P.M. 

The meeting of the Ascension Parish Film Commission was called to order by 

Chairwoman, Tracy Browning. The following Commission members were present: 

Ascension Parish President Representative – Cynthia Stafford 

Director of the Ascension Parish Tourism Commission – Tracy Browning 

Gonzales Tourism Representative – John Cagnolatti 

The following Commission members were absent: 

Director of the Donaldsonville Development District – Missy Jandura 

President of the Ascension Economic Development Corporation – Mike Eades 

 Chairwoman Browning briefed the commission on meetings and activities since their 

last meeting.   

 Tracy Browning stated that she and Mike Eades met with Mayor Sullivan at the City of 

Donaldsonville to discuss the activities of the film commission, and how the Parish Ordinance 

may affect some buildings located within the City of Donaldsonville and the Historic District.  

Tracy and Mike obtained a current map of the City and the Historic District. The Parish 

Ordinance does not regulate filming within the municipality of Donaldsonville, however the 

Parish owns certain buildings located within the City and Historic District, and can charge fees 

for use of buildings and grounds in accordance with the Ordinance. Filming fees currently being 

charged by Donaldsonville have been negotiated by the Downtown Development District. 

 Tracy advised the commission that she has received at least five inquiries regarding 

filming in the Parish since the last meeting. One in particular was looking for a bayou located 

near a park. She referred this call to the City of Gonzales, thinking of Jambalaya Park as a 

possible site. It was recommended that the commission meet with all three municipalities to 

communicate activities of the film commission, and obtain the name of a contact person from 
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each municipality to work with the commission.  It was unanimously agreed that this meeting 

would be scheduled once the film commission’s web site is established. 

 Chairwoman Browning reported that she and Mike Eades met with Parish President 

Tommy Martinez and Parish Attorney O’Neil Parenton regarding implementation and 

interpretation of the Parish Ordinance.  Tracy and Mike requested that the Parish President 

designate a person with parish government to collect the permits, fees, necessary paperwork, 

coordinate necessary pre-filming meetings and handle scout requests. All revenues and 

expenses will be collected and disbursed through the Parish Government finance department. 

Chairwoman Browning advised Parish President Martinez that the commission is considering 

recommending changes to the Ordinance after further research.  

 John Cagnolatti reported that he and Mike Eades met with Parish CFO, Gwen LeBlanc 

regarding disbursement of funds which the Parish Council allocated to the film commission.  

Ms. LeBlanc explained the parish’s purchasing procedures and public bid law, and provided the 

necessary requisition forms to be submitted to the purchasing department for processing. The 

film commission will complete the requisition and submit to the parish purchasing department 

for processing. The purchasing department will issue a purchase order for goods or services. 

The film commission will verify when goods are services have been received. Finance will then 

process payment upon receipt of documentation.  

 The commission reviewed the draft filming application as submitted. The following 

recommendations were made: 

o John Cagnolatti noted that on page two under Production Requirements there is 

reference to “Parking Meter Bagging”. This requirement may not be applicable if 

there  are no parking meters in Donaldsonville. Tracy will check to see if there 

are parking meters in Donaldsonville, if not, this requirement will be removed. 

o It was agreed to add a clause at the end of the application stating that the film 

commission reserves the right to final interpretation and authority regarding 

requirements (whether expressly stated or not) and application approval. The 

commission will have Parish Attorney approve said language. 

o Add a clause stating that the filming company must provide notice to all 

residential and business owners within a two mile radius at least 72 hours prior 

to filming. Once the permit application is approved the commission will provide 

a letter of authorization to the filming company to provide to residents and 

businesses. 

o Add information at the end of application stating where to submit application, 

insurance certificate, and applicable fees. 

o Add and Bold: “Please provide specific location with description and maps.” 
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 The commission discussed the importance of collecting feedback from the filming 

companies at the end of each project.  The possibility of offering incentives to the companies 

for answering surveys and providing information on the economic impact of their project was 

discussed.  

 It was moved by Cynthia Stafford, and seconded by John Cagnolatti that the minutes of 

the June, 22, 2015 film commission were unanimously adopted as presented. 

 The commission will work on the following items to be presented at the next meeting: 

o Chairwoman Tracy Browning will review the Parish Film Recording Permit 

Ordinance and insure that the application complies with the Ordinance. She will 

revise application with above recommended changes and any other required 

changes and submit for approval at the next meeting. 

o Recording Secretary Celeste Harris will re-send a copy of the Parish Film 

Recording Permit Ordinance to all commission members. 

o Commission member Cynthia Stafford will research and contact other Film 

Commissions to obtain information on their web site development. 

o All commission members will compile a listing of information to be included on 

the web site. (Application information, contact information, photos, vendor 

information, links, etc.) 

o Commission members John Cagnolatti and Mike Eades will continue to research 

fees charged by other Film Commissions in the state. 

o Chairwoman Tracy Browning will check with other commissions regarding police 

and fire official requirements and fees.  

 

It was moved by John Cagnolatti and seconded by Cynthia Stafford to adjourn 

the meeting at 2:50 pm. 


