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Department ofFinance

TOMMY MARTINEZ
PARISH PRESIDENT

The Citizens,
The Honorable President,
and Members of the Parish Council
Parish ofAscension

June 9, 2009
GWEN B. LEBLANC

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER/TREASURER

Dear Citizens, President, and Council Members:

Pursuant to Louisiana State Statutes, I hereby issue the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) for the Parish of Ascension (the Parish) for the year ended December 31, 2008. The
Parish Finance Department prepared this report in accordance with Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP). We believe the data, as presented, is accurate in all material
respects; that it is presented in a manner designed to set forth fairly the financial position and
results of operations of the Parish as measured by the financial activities of its various funds and
the govermnent-wide presentation; and that disclosures necessary to enable readers to gain an
understanding of Parish financial affairs have been included. Responsibility for the accuracy of
the presented data and the completeness and fairness of the presentation, including all
disclosures, rests with the local govermnent.

The Parish financial statements have been audited by Faulk & Winkler, LLC, a firm of licensed
certified public accountants. The goal of the independent audit was to provide reasonable
assurance that the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The independent audit
involved examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and the disclosures in the
financial statements; assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management; and evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. The independent
auditor concluded, based upon the audit that there was a reasonable basis for rendering an
unqualified opinion that the Parish of Ascension's financial statements for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2008, are fairly presented iu conformity with GAAP. The independent auditor's
report is presented as the first document of the financial section of this report.

The Parish is required to undergo an armual single audit in conformance with the provisions of
the Single Audit Act of 1996 and the U.S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-B3,
Audits ofStates, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Information related to this
single audit including the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards, findings and
recommendations, and the auditors' reports on internal control and compliance with applicable
laws and regulations, is presented immediately following the Statistical Section of this report.

P.O. Box 2392, 208 East Railroad Ave., Gonzales, Louisiana 70707
Telephone 225-621-9608· Telefax 225·621·8593 • E-mail: www.ascensionparish.net
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GAAP requires that management provide a narrative introduction, overview, and analysis to
accompany the basic financial statements in the form of Management's Discussion and Analysis
(MD&A). This letter of transmittal is designed to complement the MD&A and should be read in
conjunction with it. The Parish's MD&A can be found immediately following the report of the
independent auditors.

ProfIle of the Government

The Parish of Ascension is located southeast of the City of Baton Rouge, which is the state
capital of Louisiana. The Parish is located on the Mississippi River with the majority of its
population on the east bank. The Parish was founded in 1845 when the county of Acadia was
split into the parishes of Ascension and St. James. The Parish currently occupies a land area of
292 square miles and serves a population of 101,789 according to the u.s. Census of 2008. The
population reflects 33% growth from the census of 2000, and as such, makes Ascension Parish
one of the highest growth rate locations in Louisiana. Ascension has a nationwide growth
ranking of83.

The Parish adopted the provisions of the Ascension Parish Home Rule Charter, which was
effective in January 1994. The Home Rule Charter established the Ascension Parish Council as
the governing authority for the Parish of Ascension and as a political subdivision of the State of
Louisiana. Policy-making and legislative authority are vested in a governing council consisting
of 11 councilmen. The governing council is responsible, among other things, for passing
ordinances, adopting the budget and appointing committees. The Parish President is the chief
executive officer of the Parish. The Council members and Parish President are elected for four­
year terms. The council members are elected by district while the Parish President is elected
parish-wide.

The Parish provides a full range of services to the general public including infrastructure
maintenance and construction, public safety, public works, fire protection, public health and
social services, mental health services, planning and zoning, economic development, recreation,
libraries, general administrative services, and road lighting.

A determination of the financial reporting entity to be included in this CAFR is made through the
application of criteria established by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB),
Statement No. 14. A complete explanation of the financial reporting entity is included in the
Summary of Significant Accounting Policies in the Notes to the Financial Statements.

The Parish financial reporting entity consists of the following:

• The Primary Government - This is the Parish (all funds under the auspices of the
President and the Parish Council).

• Legally separate component units - These units of government are legally separate
from the Parish government but have a sufficiently close relationship with the
government to warrant inclusion in the consolidated financial report.
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