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Ascension Parish Secretary to retire 
 

Contact: Lester Kenyon (225) 621-5753; E-mail: lkenyon@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Jan. 11, 2011 
 
GONZALES – After serving under three Ascension Parish councils, Parish Secretary 
Suzanne Patterson will retire at the end of this week following a 16-year career. 
 
“It’s been a great experience,” Patterson said. “I’ve worked with some awesome people 
during these years.” 
 
Patterson started working for Ascension Parish in January of 1995 and was appointed 
parish secretary in August of 2001. 
 
“Everybody should work in government during some time in their lives to see how it 
operates,” Patterson said. “It would let the public know firsthand just how much goes on 
in government.” 
 
During her retirement, Patterson plans on spending more time with her nine 
grandchildren. She will also continue her physical fitness workout routine that includes 
exercising five days a week at 5 a.m. at her health club. 
 
“It will be nice just to experience the reality of not having to go to work,” Patterson said 
with a smile. 
 
Patterson received a parish certificate of appreciation from Parish President Tommy 
Martinez during the Dec. 16 Parish Council meeting in Gonzales. 
 



�  
 

 P. O. Box 1659, 208 E. Railroad Ave., Gonzales, Louisiana  70707 
Telephone (225) 621-5709  Fax (225) 621-5704 – E-Mail www.ascensionparish.net 

“There’s a lot that I can say about Suzanne,” Martinez said. “She’s been an inspiration to 
the parish and she’s worked very, very hard. She’s earned the right to retire and spend 
time with her family and I thank her.” 
 

 
Patterson (center) is shown receiving her parish certificate of appreciation from Parish 
President Martinez (third from right) while joined by her family. From left are: 
Alexandra DeArmond (granddaughter), Madeline Decoteau (sister), John DeArmond 
(grandson), Joseph Patterson (grandson), Gregg Patterson (son), DeEtte DeArmond 
(daughter) and Johnny DeArmond (son-in-law). 
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