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Jan. 13 UPDATE: State of emergency declared for West Bank; Bottled water distributed in 
Darrow, Modeste; boil water orders still in place, residents asked to conserve water 

 
Contact: Scott Rabalais (225) 621-5753; E-mail: srabalais@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Jan. 13, 2009 
 
GONZALES – Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez declared state of emergency Jan. 12 for the 
West Bank of Ascension Parish because of water supply problems in the Donaldsonville area. 
 
Virtually all customers of Peoples Water Company in Donaldsonville now have water again after a 
transformer had to be replaced at the company’s pumping station Tuesday. A boil water order was still in 
effect as of 3 p.m. Wednesday. 
 
Ascension Parish has set up distribution points for free bottled water in Darrow and Modeste until 5 p.m. 
Wednesday or until supplies ran out. The distribution points are: 
 

• Darrow: Fifth Ward Volunteer Fire Station on LA 22 
• Modeste: Modeste Park. 

 
Boil water orders remain in effect for the West Bank and Darrow until further notice. 
 
In addition, residents in those areas are asked to conserve water to allow the system to recharge.  
 
“We are asking our residents to be patient and to try to minimize the use of water,” Donaldsonville 
Mayor Leroy Sullivan said. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) advises bringing water to a rolling boil for one minute then 
let it cool before being consumed or stored. 
 
Water for Modeste, McCall and Smoke Bend is supplied by Assumption Parish, which has been 
experiencing problems with its water system due to the recent prolonged cold weather outbreak. Water to 
the affected areas in Darrow comes from St. James Parish. 
 


