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Ascension Parish CFO, Finance department receive national honors 

 
Contact: Scott Rabalais (225) 621-5753; E-mail: srabalais@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Feb. 18, 2010  
 
GONZALES – Ascension Parish Chief Financial Officer Gwen LeBlanc and the parish’s Finance 
Department have been honored with certificates of achievement for excellence in financial reporting by 
the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA). 
 
LeBlanc and the Finance Department received Award of Financial Reporting Achievement certificates 
for their work on the parish’s comprehensive annual financial report. The award is the highest form of 
recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, and represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government and its management. 
 
“We as a department and a parish are honored to receive this recognition,” said LeBlanc, who has 
worked in Ascension Parish government since 1973 and served as CFO since 1983. “We strive at all 
times to carefully manage the finances of our parish and provide the most transparent accounting of how 
the taxpayers’ money is spent.” 
 
The parish’s financial report was judged by a panel, according to a GFOA news release, “to meet the 
high standards of the program including demonstrating a constructive ‘spirit of full disclosure’ to clearly 
communicate its financial story and motivate potential users and user groups to read (the report).” 
 
It is believed to be the first time a governmental entity in Ascension Parish has received these honors 
from the GFOA. 
 
“This recognition for Gwen and our Finance Department is a clear message to the citizens of Ascension 
Parish that the funds entrusted to us as a government could not be in better hands,” Parish President 
Tommy Martinez said. 
 
The GFOA is a non-profit professional association serving approximately 17,500 governmental finance 
professionals.  
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Members of the Ascension Parish Finance Department were recognized for their 
GFOA awards at the Feb. 18 Parish Council meeting in Gonzales. At far left is 
Council Chairman Pat Bell, third from left is Parish President Tommy Martinez and 
fourth from left is Chief Financial Officer Gwen LeBlanc. 


