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Parish Mosquito Control Readies for Battle Using Traps 
 
Contact: Lester Kenyon (225) 621-5753; E-mail: lkenyon@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 24, 2010 
 
 
By Jim Babin, Ascension Parish Mosquito Control Specialist 
  
ST. AMANT - Ascension Parish Mosquito Control (APMC) is in the process of preparing 
for battle with the disease carrying pest of our area. 
   With David Matassa at the helm of APMC, plans are being made for surveillance of the 
mosquitoes in our area. In order for us to “know our enemy,” traps are set out around the 
parish.  
   One of the traps used to capture mosquitoes is called gravid trap. These traps sit upon a 
plastic pan where fish oil is added to attract mosquitoes to the trap. As the mosquito 
hovers over the fish oil, it is drawn into the trap with a battery operated fan. 
   Another trap being used beginning this year is a “Hanging Storm Sewer Light Trap.” 
This trap is hung inside a storm sewer or hung from a tree. Mosquitoes are attracted to 
this trap by the light at the top of the trap. Another attractant added to this trap is carbon 
dioxide which draws more varieties of mosquitoes. This aids our surveillance team to 
better determine the necessary steps to the control of mosquitoes. This trap also uses a 
battery operated fan to draw the insect inside the trap. 
   After trapping mosquitoes throughout the parish, these samples are brought into 
APMC’s lab for species determination and for separating. The potential disease carriers 
are then labeled and sent to the LSU Lab for testing.  
   From the results of the testing of the mosquitoes caught, plans are then made for 
controlling of these disease carrying pests. Now, if identification of any disease is found, 
plans can be made for the proper extermination process. 
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   APMC prides itself as being one of the top Mosquito Control groups in the state of 
Louisiana. In 1996, Parish President Tommy Martinez introduced mosquito control to 
Ascension Parish as a way to deter mosquitoes as a nuisance to offer a better environment 
for the people of Ascension. At that time there were three people involved in running 
APMC. 
   In 1999 a disease called West Nile Virus was introduced in this country. West Nile 
Virus is a disease carried by mosquitoes, which is then transferred to humans. Because of 
the outbreak of West Nile in 2000, the APMC increased in both size and scope. The 
control of mosquitoes only as a nuisance then took on a much higher priority because of 
the introduction of the West Nile Virus. 
   The present day APMC department has now been scaled-up to about twenty full-time 
and part-time employees.  To keep on the cutting edge of mosquito control, APMC’s 
manager, David Matassa works with knowledgeable people from other parishes to aid in 
directing APMC to needed resources. This proves to be a big boost in the spreading of 
information for the many mosquito control units throughout the state of Louisiana. Each 
mosquito control unit within each parish is under the leadership of the Louisiana 
Mosquito Control Association and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 
   Plans for forthcoming articles about the eradication of these problematic insects are due 
around mid spring. Please be on the look-out for more information from this news source. 
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Ascension Parish Mosquito Control trap locations  
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Ascension Parish Mosquito Control Specialist Michelle Banker is shown with a gravid 
trap used to lure mosquitoes for collection and study. 
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The Hanging Storm Sewer Light Trap is hung inside a storm sewer or hung from a tree. 
Mosquitoes are attracted to this trap by the light at the top of the trap. Carbon Dioxide can 
also be used with this trap to lure more varieties of mosquitoes. 


