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Ascension Parish hires John Vogt as director of Lamar-Dixon Expo Center 

 
Contact: Scott Rabalais (225) 621-5753; E-mail: srabalais@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 11, 2010 
 
GONZALES – John Vogt has been hired as the new Executive Director of the Lamar-Dixon Expo 
Center, Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez has announced. 
 
A long-time resident of Louisiana, Vogt comes to Lamar-Dixon after serving as the executive director of 
the Duplin County Events Center, a similar multi-purpose facility in Kenansville, N.C. 
 
“We are very pleased to have someone of John’s caliber join our team,” President Martinez said. “It was 
a long search, but we feel confident that we have found the right person to bring the Lamar-Dixon Expo 
Center into the future.” 
 
Vogt is expected to begin his tenure at Lamar-Dixon later this month. 
 
“I’m really excited to begin work at Lamar-Dixon,” Vogt said. “It’s a tremendous opportunity. I 
appreciate Tommy Martinez’s confidence in my abilities. 
 
“For me, it is coming home again. I’m a native of Texas, but I lived in Louisiana for 17 years. I have two 
children and two grandchildren in the Baton Rouge area, so it is coming home for me.” 
 
A graduate of Northeast Louisiana University (now the University of Louisiana-Monroe), Vogt 
has an extensive resume as a manager of public arenas. 
 
After a three-year stint working at the Monroe Civic Center during college, Vogt became Auditorium 
Manager from 1980-83 at Broward Community College in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. In 1983 he went to 
work in Johnson City, Tenn., for the Mountcastle Corporation and Ed Street Development Company, 
coordinating a variety of construction projects and the restoration of historically significant buildings. 
 
In 1988, Vogt returned to Fort Lauderdale work for the Broward Center for the Performing Arts, where 
he served as Director of Programming from 1990-94. Following that, he moved to Billings, Mont., to 
serve as Executive Director of the Alberta Bair Theater for the Performing Arts. 
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In 1997, Vogt began a two-year stint as Director of Marketing for the West Virginia Public Theatre in 
Morgantown, W.Va. In 1999, he was appointed Executive/Artistic Director for the Westmoreland Arts & 
Heritage Festival in Greensburg, Pa. 
 
Vogt next served as Director of Programming for Quad City Arts in Rock Island, Ill., from 2001-03, 
before moving over to head Rock Island Youthbuild, a program directed at helping at-risk youth, from 
2003-05.  
 
He then went to Washington, N.C., to serve as Executive Director for the Turnage Theaters Foundation 
before becoming Executive Director of the Duplin County Events Center in 2008. During his tenure 
there, Vogt tripled the number of annual events from 25 to 78, increased attendance, revenue and food 
and beverage sales, and reduced county subsidies to the facility from over $658,000 per year to just over 
$300,000.  
  
Built in 1999, the Lamar-Dixon Expo Center is a 247-acre multi-purpose facility in Ascension Parish just 
south of the intersection of I-10 and LA 30. 
 
The facility, valued at approximately $54 million, was purchased by Ascension Parish in August 2009 
for approximately $7.5 million utilizing state and federal funding sources. Lamar-Dixon was previously 
managed by SMG for the Lamar-Dixon Foundation until that company’s contract ended on Oct. 31, 
2009. 
 
For more information, visit the facility’s Web site at www.lamardixonexpocenter.com. 
 


