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Multi-Agency Effort Praised By Parish President 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 25, 2011 
 
ABEN – As Ascension Parish emergency management officials continue to monitor the 
Mississippi River levels this week, Parish President Tommy Martinez praised the efforts 
of multiple agencies and departments involved with responding and aiding during this 
high water event. 
 
“I just wanted to thank all of the entities that have been involved with this event,” said 
Parish President Tommy Martinez. “Although we continue to monitor the present 
situation closely, I think we were well-prepared including all the departments in parish 
government, as well as the departments around Ascension Parish.” 
 
The Mississippi River level reading at the Donaldsonville gauge was holding at 31.75 feet 
as of 1 p.m. Wednesday, according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers website 
RiverGauges.com. Before the Morganza Spillway was opened on May 14, the predicted 
crest at the Donaldsonville location was 36 feet. 
 
President Martinez not only praised the efforts of the parish’s Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness and the Department of Public Works Drainage 
Department and survey crews, but also the Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office and parish 
jail, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness 
(GOHSEP), Hunt Correctional Facility, the Lafourche Levee District, the Louisiana 
National Guard, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the parish west side coordinator.  
 
Parish OEP Director Rick Webre said GOHSEP provided critical supplies including sand 
bag pouches and HESCO baskets for increasing levee height at a location in Aben. 
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“GOHSEP was fairly instrumental, Webre said. “ We had requested all of this from 
FEMA direct assistance and we were able to pick up all of these products to aid in our 
efforts. In coordination with GOHSEP, their logistics section helped us get everything we 
needed.” 
 
Webre said each of the responding entities provided their own expertise. Public works 
provided trucks, backhoes and skid loaders. Drainage provided survey crews. The 
Lafourche Levee District provided crews with dump trucks. It was pretty well planned out 
and executed, he said. 
 
Trustee crews at the Ascension Parish Jail filled sandbags while Hunt Correctional crews 
called “impact teams” placed sand bags and HESCO baskets at the Aben levee location to 
raise its height. 
 
Webre said approximately 30 to 70 inmates a day were dispatched to that location. He 
said the impact teams placed over18,000 sand bags and over 6,000 feet of HESCO 
baskets there. 
 
“Everybody worked together,” said Ascension Parish West Side Coordinator George 
Rodeillat. “It was a super effort and everyone cooperated. Those impact teams worked 
with military discipline. Without all of those crews, we’d still be out there.” 
 
Webre said all of the departments in Ascension Parish government documented their 
responses with labor, materials and equipment. He said, because the Morganza Spillway 
was opened, FEMA went from direct assistance to local governments, to public assistance 
which means the majority of the parish’s expenses can get reimbursed. Totals are 
currently being calculated by the parish’s finance department. 
 



 

�  
 

 P. O. Box 1659, 208 E. Railroad Ave., Gonzales, Louisiana  70707 
Telephone (225) 621-5709  Fax (225) 621-5704 – E-Mail www.ascensionparish.net 

 
Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez, right, Parish West Side Coordinator 
George Rodeillat, center, and Ascension Parish Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness Director Rick Webre inspected HESCO baskets on top of the 
Mississippi River levee in Aben late last week. Sand bags and HESCO baskets were 
placed at that location to raise the level of the levee. 


