
�  
 

 P. O. Box 1659, 208 E. Railroad Ave., Gonzales, Louisiana  70707 
Telephone (225) 621-5709  Fax (225) 621-5704 – E-Mail www.ascensionparish.net 

 

     

Parish of Ascension 
                      OFFICE OF THE PARISH PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
TOMMY MARTINEZ             

   Parish President                     
 
 

Local Residents Make Alabama Relief Supplies Run Despite Early Obstacles 
 
Contact: Lester Kenyon (225) 621-5753; E-mail: lkenyon@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 26, 2011 
 
GONZALES – Despite several episodes of bad luck early on, parish employee Pat 
LeBlanc and his wife Gina were determined to deliver a trailer full of relief supplies to 
victims of the recent deadly tornados that swept through northern Alabama. 
 
Pat, a building inspector, and Gina, an employee with the Louisiana State Police, along 
with their friends Mike and Tanya Deveer, were able to collect enough relief supplies to 
fill a 24-foot-long cattle trailer for the May, Friday the 13th voyage to Alabama. 
 
As the LeBlancs were leaving Ascension Parish, a violent thunderstorm swept over the 
area, immediately slowing their progress. 
 
“I told my wife, ‘you know, we really ought not to be doing this because it’s Friday the 
13th,’” Pat LeBlanc said with a grin. “And she said, ‘Oh that’s just a myth. Don’t worry 
about that.’ By the time she finished saying that… ..BOOM!…..a tire blew up. I said ‘Did 
you hear your myth.’ We were in Port Vincent. We hadn’t even left yet.” 
 
After a quick phone call to a mutual friend, the LeBlancs were back on the road with two 
new tires. Pat called his friend Mike with an update about Mike’s trailer. 
 
“I said we’re OK now.” LeBlanc said. “Everything is going real good……BOOM!.... we 
blew out another one before we got to Slidell.” 
 
After another tire change, the LeBlancs made it to Hale County, Alabama eight hours 
later. Normally that trip takes five and a half hours, Gina said. 
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Gina was born and raised in Hale County, about 32 miles south of Tuscaloosa where most 
of the deadly damage occurred. 
 
After seeing news reports about the April 27th devastation to that area, and making phone 
calls to family members, Gina and Pat decided they needed to do something. They made 
plans to collect supplies for Gina’s home county. 
 
“We knew Tuscaloosa County and Jefferson County were going to get what they needed 
in supplies,” Gina said. 
 
Pat came up with the idea of “Fill a Box for Tornado Victims of Alabama” and started 
getting friends near their Coontrap Road residence involved. 
 
Gina starting posting about their cause on Facebook and friend Tanya Deveer saw it and 
she and husband, Mike decided to help too. 
 
With the help of friends, the LeBlancs collected about two and a half tons of animal food 
and supplies and more than three tons of human supplies for their trip. The supplies 
included non-perishable food items like canned food, water, dry goods, clothes, toiletries, 
cleaning supplies and others. 
 
Donations started pouring in from feed stores, tractor supply stores and many others, the 
LeBlancs said. 
 
They circulated email flyers to Ascension Parish government employees and received 
supplies for the journey. 
 
“We got a good response from the parish employees,” Pat said. 
 
As the LeBlancs arrived at the Greensboro Armory in Hale County, a miscommunication 
by emergency staff members almost had them turning around.  
 
“We were told to come back on the following Monday and Gina came running around the 
corner and said ‘Hold up, we’re staying here and not coming back Monday,’” Pat said. 
 
Along with bringing supplies to the Greensboro Armory, the LeBlancs also stopped off at 
the Hale County Humane Society and Animal Shelter. 
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“Some of the volunteers that were collecting the supplies at these sites were people who 
actually didn’t have homes anymore,” Pat said. “But that didn’t stop them from 
volunteering.” 
 
The LeBlancs praised all of the people and businesses that donated to the relief supplies. 
And they thanked their friends, the Deveers, not only for supplying Mike’s trailer but for 
Tanya’s work in spreading the word of their quest. 
 
“We are fortunate enough and blessed enough to have something we can share with 
others,” Pat said. “It’s just a good thing to try and help your neighbor.” 
 
“It always feels good to help people that you know,” Gina said. “Of course I didn’t know 
everybody I saw there but I saw a lot of faces that I did know. I would hope that other 
people would follow suit and try to do the same for anybody that is in need.” 
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Parish residents (from left) Pat LeBlanc, Gina LeBlanc, Tanya Deveer and Mike Deveer 
are shown in front of Mike’s 24-foot cattle trailer. The LeBlancs, Deveers and others 
filled the trailer with donated relief supplies for victims of recent deadly tornados in Hale 
County, Alabama. 
 
 
 
 


