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Pilez Mosquito Week set for June 20-26 in Ascension Parish 
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GONZALES – Ascension Parish is joining with parishes around the state of Louisiana to observe Pilez 
Mosquito Week, June 20-26. 
 
This observance coincides with National Mosquito Control Awareness Week, as designated by the 
American Mosquito Control Association (AMCA). 
 
“With the peak of the mosquito season approaching, it’s important to remind everyone that mosquito 
control is a community-wide effort,” Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez said. “We need our 
residents to join us in fighting this annual problem.” 
 
The word “Pilez” is Cajun French for crush, kill or destroy, an appropriate term when trying to combat 
one of Louisiana’s most pervasive pests.  
 
There are dozens of species of mosquitoes common to Louisiana which infest a wide range of habitats. 
However, they all require standing water to complete their developmental cycle. 
 
According to David Matassa, Director of Ascension Parish Mosquito Control, it is impossible to live in a 
completely mosquito-free environment. Wherever there is moisture, which is of course plentiful in South 
Louisiana, there will be mosquitoes. 
 
However, you can use these tips to combat mosquitoes where you live and work: 
 

• Empty water from birdbaths and small swimming pools once a week. 
• Get rid of old tires, unused buckets and trash cans which can collect rainwater. 
• Clean clogged roof gutters to prevent water from collecting. 

 
“By reducing standing water around your home or business we can reduce the number of mosquitoes in 
our area,” Martinez said. 
 
For more information, contact the Ascension Parish Mosquito Control Department at (225) 621-9613. 


