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Parish Health Unit Immunization Program Serves Returning Students  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 11, 2011 
 
GONZALES – With parish schools back in full swing, doors to the Ascension Parish 
Health Unit are continually swinging open also as children line up for the unit’s 
immunization program. 
 
The health unit provides students with needed vaccines through the federally funded 
Vaccines for Children Program. 
 
“This program gives parents a chance to make sure that their kids are properly vaccinated 
and with the school year starting up, that everybody’s up to date with their vaccinations,” 
said Ascension Health Department Manager Kenny Matassa. 
 
State law now requires children to have certain vaccines based on the child’s age.  
 
“Right now it’s the back to school rush, so we are seeing a lot of children entering high 
school and entering 6th grade, said Christy Burnett, the parish health unit’s assistant 
director and immunization program director. “We’re concerned with the students that are 
entering kindergarten, or head start, 11-year-olds entering the 6th grade and high school 
students. 
 
Children less than four years of age enrolled in Pre-K, Daycare, HeadStart, etc. should be 
vaccinated and show proof of immunizations for: Diphtheria Tetanus Acellular Pertussis 
vaccine (DTaP); Inactivated Poliovirus vaccine (IPV); Haemophilus Influenza Type B 
vaccine (Hib); Hepatitis B vaccine (HBV); Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV – for 
children less than 24 months of age), according to Louisiana immunization requirements. 
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 If a child is less than 24 months of age and has received 4 doses of PCV-7 he/she is to get 
a single dose of PCV-13 for Daycare and Head Start; and one (1) dose of Varicella 
vaccine.  If the child is not completely vaccinated or up-to-date for their age, the parent 
must present a record indicating that the child is in progress of receiving vaccines. Also, a 
follow-up must be provided for compliance with the above requirements, according to 
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) website material. 
 
Louisiana kindergarteners must have two (2) doses of Varicella vaccine before entering 
kindergarten or for their first time entering into school.  In addition, prior to school entry, 
these students must have documented proof of immunizations for: two (2) doses of 
Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) vaccine; three (3) doses of Hepatitis B (HBV) vaccine; 
and booster doses of Diphtheria Tetanus Acellular Pertussis (DTaP) and Poliovirus 
(Polio) vaccines.  
 
These vaccines must be administered on or after a child’s fourth birthday and prior to 
school entry.  If a student is not complete (up-to-date for age), the parent must present a 
record indicating the student is in progress of receiving those vaccines, and a follow-up 
must be provided for compliance with the above requirements, according to DHH. 
 
Students entering middle school must provide satisfactory evidence of current 
immunizations against meningococcal disease, and any other age appropriate vaccines.  
Students eleven years of age entering a grade other than grade six shall provide 
satisfactory evidence of current immunizations against meningococcal disease and any 
other age appropriate vaccines as a condition of entry into that grade. 
 
At the time of registration, students must show proof of immunization of the following 
vaccines: Tetanus Diphtheria Acellular Pertussis vaccine (TdaP); two (2) doses of 
Varicella vaccine; two (2) Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) vaccines; three (3) Hepatitis 
B (HBV) vaccines; and one (1) Meningococcal Vaccine (MCV4). 
 
Burnett said if high school students have not received their booster shots for Tdap, MCV4 
and the second dose of Varicella, they may do so at the health unit to get their records up 
to date. 
 
The cost for child vaccinations is $10 per child unless they are covered by Medicaid. The 
Ascension Parish Health Unit in Gonzales is located at 1024 S. E. Ascension Complex 
Blvd. Immunizations are offered weekdays except Wednesday from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
For more information, call 225-644-4582. 

 



�  
 

 P. O. Box 1659, 208 E. Railroad Ave., Gonzales, Louisiana  70737 
Telephone (225) 621-5709  Fax (225) 621-5704 – www.ascensionparish.net 

 

 
Glenn Jones (right) comforts his five-year-old daughter, Keely, as Ascension Parish 
Health Unit Nurse Beth Denson administers a vaccination. Keely will be starting 
elementary school this fall. 


