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GONZALES –With recently passed ordinances in place, parish residents fed up with 
white goods and junk cars in their neighborhoods, now have a parish Adjudication Court 
that will hear cases and complaints. 
 
The Ascension Parish Adjudication Court is held on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
each month at 9 a.m. at the Gonzales Courthouse on Irma Boulevard. The hearings take 
place in the Parish Council chambers on the second floor. 
 
 “This Court was started because of the outcry of the public,” Ascension Parish President 
Tommy Martinez said. “The original ordinance was passed in May of 2009 and the court 
is operated under the same rules and restrictions as every district court where we have a 
bailiff present, evidence presented, people sworn in, testimony taken, and a judgment 
rendered if there is a violation.” 
 
Carla Bourgeois, court secretary, said the court addresses various parish ordinance 
violations like the junk car ordinance and white goods ordinance.  
 
According to Ascension Parish’s Code of Ordinances under Chapter 11, section 11-111, 
the definition of a junked or wrecked vehicle means any vehicle which is totally 
inoperable and is so damaged or dismantled as to be a total loss. The term total loss shall 
mean that the cost to repair a damaged or dismantled vehicle exceeds the value of such 
vehicle, as determined by any recognized national appraisal book. 
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Furthermore, according to the parish code definition, white goods shall include but not be 
limited to the following appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers, dish washers, 
and water heaters. 
 
“Violations could be anything that’s useless and discarded,” Bourgeois said. “It’s not 
limited to food waste, household garbage, appliances, and furniture that are in the line of 
sight of public view. Cars that are abandoned,  junked or unsightly…we’re not addressing 
anything that is in your garage or behind your house. This is something that is obnoxious 
to the sight of the public. It has to be in view of the public’s eye from a road, a right of 
way, or passage way.” 
 
Retired attorney John Lieux serves as the Adjudicated Court Hearing Officer, a position 
that is as empowered as any district judge, Bourgeois said. Lieux has 40 years of 
experience in practicing law.  
 
“With the Adjudication Court, it guarantees that we’ll continue having a clean 
community,” Lieux said. “It helps with keeping junk cars out of people’s yards and it 
prevents residents from running businesses in their yards. 
 
“If they want to go to court, we present our side with an attorney representing the parish, 
and they get to present their side. Then we can come back with a rebuttal and then I 
render a decision after that. I’ll give anyone a chance to rectify their own situation. I 
haven’t had one come up before me for a second time or that will be a different story if 
they do. And I’ll probably impart the harshest fine I can, as lenient as I have been.” 
 
Bourgeois said the Adjudication Court’s first session was held on May 24. Since then, she 
said they’ve had at least one court hearing each month.  
 
“We’ve seen at least 30 violations,” Bourgeois said.  “But only 10 actually went before 
the adjudication court. 
 
“Even though we’re only bringing in a small number of cases to the court, we’ve had a lot 
of complaints that were completely investigated,” she said. “But some homeowners have 
chosen to clean up the violation before it went before the court, so the ordinance itself is 
working.”  
 
Bourgeois said the Parish Adjudication Court process begins when a parish resident 
registers a complaint with the Parish Planning and Zoning Department. 
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Residents can fill out a Private Property Nuisance Form that is located on the front page, 
left side of the parish’s website, www.ascensionparish.net, under important links. The 
form may be emailed to the Department of Planning and Development or brought to their 
office at 42077 Churchpoint Road in Gonzales. 
 
After the complaint has been received, Bourgeois said a code enforcement officer will be 
sent to the site to investigate the complaint and take multiple photos for documentation. If 
the officer does not see a violation at the residence, then the Department of Planning and 
Development will send a letter to the complainant stating violations were not found. 
 
She said if a violation is found, then the Planning and Development Office researches 
who is the owner of the property and sends a certified letter to them stating a violation or 
violations were found and which code (with description) was violated. 
 
“Residents are given 15 days to contest the finding or clean up the violation,” Bourgeois 
said. “On the 16th day, the code enforcement officer will return to the property to see if 
it’s cleaned up.” 
 
Bourgeois said residents may ask for more time to clean the area which may be granted 
by the Planning and Development director. 
 
Bourgeois said if the violation area in question is not cleaned after one certified letter, the 
violation file is then sent to her office. Bourgeois then performs a second check of the 
homeowner roll for accuracy before sending two letters to that residence, one certified 
and one by regular mail. 
 
“The court wants to give the homeowner every opportunity to fix the problem and comply 
with the ordinance.” Bourgeois said.   
 
If they fail to do so, it comes back to Bourgeois for further review of the file and all 
pictures taken by inspector.  
 
Bourgeois then sends another certified letter from the Adjudication Court giving the 
resident notice to appear before the Court on the next scheduled court date. 
 
Bourgeois said the letter states once they appear, they may be charged minimum court 
costs starting at $100 and go up depending on the severity of the case. She said judgment 
fines may go as high as $500 with a daily per diem charge. They may represent 
themselves or bring council, she said. 
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Eventually as the court matures, Bourgeois said they intend to bring in almost all parish 
ordinance violations to this court, versus bringing them before the council. This would 
take some of the burden off of the council but would still keep in line with the ordinances 
passed. 
 
“Right now we can levee liens against a property in question with judicial interest or per 
diem attached,” she said. “So if the hearing officer declares judgment, then whatever the 
cost amount is, judicial interest may be added. So it can get costly.” 
 
Bourgeois said the Louisiana State Legislature recently passed a law concerning the 
notification process whereby if people fail to reply to the notice of the court, the 
Adjudication Court can legally have the junk removed from a violator’s property by due 
process and pass that cost back on to the resident. 
 

 
Ascension Parish Adjudication Court Hearing Officer John Lieux (second from right) 
discusses an upcoming case with Court Secretary Carla Bourgeois (right) and Parish 
Attorney Lindsey Manda (third from right) while Court Bailiff Red Loupe (fourth from 
right) looks on. 


