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GONZALES—Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez joined other parish and local 
officials on Nov. 21 in breaking ground for the new Ascension Parish Recreation 
Department Skate Park.  
 
The skate park will be located on a half-acre lot off of Irma Boulevard in Gonzales 
between the National Guard Armory and the Council on Aging.  
 
“This has been many years in the making and is a wonderful addition to our other 
recreational facilities,” Parish President Tommy Martinez said. “It gives us another 
activity that children, young kids and young adults can enjoy. I know several people in 
their thirties and forties that will use this also.” 
 
Eric Poche with SJB Group, and the project’s planner and landscape architect, said the 
skate park will encompass two phases with the first phase being completed by February, 
2012. 
 
He said the first phase of the 4,800 square foot park will include two semi-circular bowls 
on each back corner so skaters can turn and “go vertical.” There will be a platform in the 
middle and a high, six-foot quarter pipe and a shorter, three- to four-foot quarter pipe on 
the other side of the layout, Poche said. There will also be grind rails and granite benches 
for obstacles. 
 
Poche said the second phase will transition from the first phase and include another bowl, 
a series of steps and more grind rails and benches.  
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“Some parks are much more elaborate,” Poche said. “But because of the location of this 
park, more skaters of all ages will have access to it by either walking to the site or by 
being dropped off by their parents. We feel like this park will get a lot of use, and 
hopefully, once people see how well it’s going to do, that will be the impetus to begin 
fundraising for the second phase and hopefully in the next three to five years, we can have 
a second phase put in.” 
 
 Poche said the first phase was designed to be large enough so that skaters could make 
complete loops and not get bored with a layout like smaller ones with fewer obstacles. 
 
“That’s one of the biggest problems with these things is that once they get used to it for a 
while, skaters get bored,” Poche said. “We also wanted to make it where a novice or 
young kid could come in and learn.” 
 
Poche said the first phase of the construction cost about $170,000. He said the second 
phase should cost about $125,000. 
 
Local skater and fundraising organizer Branden Bennett, 25, and several of his friends, 
met with parish officials nine years ago when the group were 16-year-old teens. 
 
Bennett and his friends told officials there was a significant number of skaters in 
Ascension Parish and that a skate park facility was greatly needed. 
 
“Skating kept growing and growing and I think it finally showed the parish that this was a 
big deal and that a lot of people do this,” Bennett said. 
 
Bennett said he did research and used the Hammond Skate Park as an example of how 
many skaters were drawn there and from what areas of the region.  
 
“I know the guys who got the Hammond Skate Park built and they said it was drawing 
people from the surrounding area,” Bennett said. “Now, there is the Baton Rouge park 
and it’s also drawing people from the surrounding area. Hopefully this is going to do the 
same.” 
 
Bennett started a non-profit organization called Y.O.U.R.S. Foundation six years ago to 
help raise money for the park. His first fundraiser drew around 200 people to the skating 
demonstration/ live music event. 
 
Bennett’s second and third fundraising events grew to 300 people and 500 people with at 
least 100 skaters competing in skate competitions. 
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Bennett said his fundraisers raised about $4,000. Along with raising money for the park, 
Bennett said his foundation also invested funding back into the skating community by 
putting on skating events regionally. 
 
“All the money that we earned, we basically took and put right back into the skating 
community,” Bennett said “That was the whole purpose of the foundation to put that 
money back.” 
 
Bennett said his foundation is planning a big grand opening event for the park with the 
rest of the foundation’s funding when the park’s first phase construction is complete. 
 
“This is our six years of work,” Bennett said as he surveyed the dirt lot. “It’s crazy. I 
came out here about a week ago and saw the lines being drawn. I said ‘Wow, it’s here. 
Our skate park is here. I’m walking in it. I’m excited. I’m real excited.” 
 

 
Parish and city officials turned dirt at the site of the new Ascension Parish Recreation Skate Park located 
off of Irma Boulevard in Gonzales. From left to right are: Lance Kiger, K2 Land Services; Parish 
Councilman Oliver Joseph; Parish Councilman Dempsey Lambert; Ascension Parish President Tommy 
Martinez; Red Loupe; Gonzales Mayor Barney Arceneaux; Willie Woods; Parish Councilman Chris 
Loar; Doty Gautreau, Gonzales Recreation Supervisor; Branden Bennett; Dakota Martin; Devin Martin; 
Jordan Perkins; Carrie Bourgeois; Kaylie Bennett; Ben Hayes, American Ramp Company/Hardcore 
Skate Parks Superintendent; Eric Poche, SJB Group and Garney Gautreau, Ascension Parish Recreation 
Director. 


