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Dear Ms. Corts:

The Parish of Ascension is pleased to submit two copies (one original and one copy) of our 2020
Annual Report under the Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) small
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (sMS4) General Permit. Ascension Parish was previously
assigned an LPDES sMS4 General Permit number of LAR041034 and an Agency Interest No.
115006.

Ascension Parish recognizes the challenges of compliance with the LPDES sMS4 General Permit
and continues to make efforts to improve our program. Ascension Parish was hampered by the
COVID pandemic which restricted many of our outreach efforts (e.g., Household Hazardous
Material Day). In 2020, Ascension Parish reorganized some of our responsibilities under the
LPDES sMS4 General Permit as new personnel took positions within parish government, including

my hiring as the new Stormwater Program Manager. Our efforts also include, but are not limited
to:

e Working with our Planning & Development Department to improve our construction

storm water inspection program documentation within MyPermitNow database
software;
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e Using the data collected and mapping information developed in the 2018 Water Quality
Environmental Report financed by the EPA Lake Pontchartrain Basin Program to guide our
strategies on illicit discharge detection and future monitoring effortDrafting an ordinance
to improve our illicit discharge detection and elimination control measure;

e Updating our website to better focus our storm water program
(http://www.ascensionparish.net/storm-water/ );

e Coordinating with our GIS Division to improve our MS4 mapping; and
e Establishing more quantifiable measurable goals for the SWMP.

Ascension Parish is in the process of revising our Storm Water Management Program (SWMP)
Plan submitted in January 2019 to address these improvements. We anticipate submitting the
revised SWMP Plan sometime in July. We appreciate your patience as we work to make

improvements to our LPDES sMS4 General Permit program while responding to these reporting
tasks.

| look forward to working with you in the upcoming year. If you have any questions or require

additional information regarding this submittal, please feel free to contact me at (225) 450-1673
or Dean.Wallace@apgov.us.

Z

Stormwater Program Manager

Very truly yours,

Dean Wallace

Copies: Mr. Eric Poché, Office of Planning & Development
Mr. Alex Sheffield, CK Associates
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Certification

“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel
properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person
or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the
information, | certify that the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
true, accurate, and complete. | am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.”

Organization: Ascension Parish Government

/ / l/ +f7————
Signature: WV

Name: Clint Cointment

Title: Parish President
Date: 23-0%-A0R&!

Telephone: (225) 450-1012

Contact Information

Name: Dean Wallace
Title: Stormwater Program Manager, Office of Planning & Development
Phone: (225) 450-1085

Email: dean.wallace@apgov.us

Address: Ascension Parish Administration Office, 615 E. Worthey Street, Gonzales, Louisiana
70737



Executive Summary

The Ascension Parish Office of Planning & Development, as the steward of Ascension Parish’s
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), has proactively managed the MS4 to minimize
adverse impacts to local and state receiving streams. The Ascension Parish storm water
management program addresses discharges from construction sites, drainage systems, and other
facilities that are mandated by the Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES)
General Permit for Small MS4s (Small MS4 General Permit). The Small MS4 General Permit is
administered by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ).

The Small MS4 General Permit requires the permittee to develop and implement a storm water
management program that is documented in a Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) Plan.
The program must include six minimum control measures:

e Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts
e Public Involvement/Participation

o |llicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

e Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control

e Post-Construction Storm Water Management in Redevelopments and New
Developments

e Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations

This Annual Report details the pollution prevention activities undertaken by the permittee in
2020 in support of the Small MS4 General Permit and to reduce pollutants in storm water
discharges to our local and state receiving streams. Many of our typical activities to execute our
best management practices (BMPs) have been adversely affected by the COVID outbreak (e.g.,
Household Hazardous Material Day). We hope that LDEQ takes this into consideration when
evaluating our progress. Ascension Parish lost its Stormwater Program Manager in the fourth
quarter of 2019 and the new Stormwater Program Manager did not start until April 2020. Our
new Stormwater Program Manager has energetically embraced the implementation of our
stormwater program and expects to demonstrate greater progress in 2021.

In 2020, Ascension Parish Government did not implement any changes to the selected
measurable goals for the existing Small MS4 General Permit. In 2020, Ascension Parish
Government contracted consulting support to assist in making improvements to the MS4
program. As part of the reissued Small MS4 General Permit, Ascension Parish submitted an
updated SWMP Plan in January 2019. Ascension Parish is in the process of improving our SWMP
Plan and anticipates submitting a revised SWMP Plan by July 2021.



Introduction

This Annual Report, prepared in accordance with the Small MS4 General Permit (Part V, Section
C), has been prepared by Ascension Parish Government’s Office of Planning & Development
personnel. The purpose of this report is to communicate Ascension Parish’s efforts to maintain
and improve water quality inside the Ascension Parish urbanized area (UA). The Small MS4
General Permit requires the Annual Report provide:

e Status of compliance with permit terms and conditions;

e Results of information collected and analyzed, if any, during the reporting period,
including any monitoring data used to assess the success of the program at
reducing the discharge of pollutants to the MEP;

e A summary of the storm water activities you plan to undertake during the next
reporting cycle (including any implementation schedule);

e Anychanges made during the reporting period to your Storm Water Management
Program (SWMP) Plan, including control measures initiated in response to a new
wasteload allocation;

¢ Notice that you are relying on another government entity to satisfy some of your
permit obligations (if applicable); and

e Any other information requested by the state administrative authority.

This Annual Report is organized to present a summary of activities conducted in 2020 relative to
the six “Minimum Control Measures” (“MCM”):

e Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts
e Public Involvement/Participation

e lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

e Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control

e Post-Construction Storm Water Management in Redevelopments and New
Developments

e Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations

The activities completed in 2020 associated with the MCM are described in the following
sections. The Annual Report then summarizes responses to the Small MS4 General Permit
requirements for Annual Reports.

Ascension Parish is responsible, under the Small MS4 General Permit, for that portion of the
parish located inside the UA that is not within the incorporated areas of Sorrento or Gonzales.
The incorporated areas of Sorrento and Gonzales maintain separate coverage under LPDES
permit numbers LAR040340 and LAR041035, respectively. Currently there is no "umbrella"
group, Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), or entity that facilitates coordination between the
separate permittees. Figure 1 represents the area permitted under LAR041034.



Background

Storm Water Management Team Organization

The Parish President's Office is responsible for development, review, and direction of Storm
Water Management Program activities. It is the responsibility of the Chief Administrative Officer
to ensure that all pertinent Parish Departments within the MS4 are made aware of any required
information, activities, or functions associated with permit compliance. Individual departmental
responsibilities to achieve and sustain compliance for the MCMs are clearly defined for each
BMP. The Stormwater Program Manager will facilitate discussions and/or meetings with the
responsible Departments on an as-needed basis to ensure coordination and collaboration of
program and departmental activities.

An organizational chart listing Departments with responsibility under the Storm Water
Management Program is provided as Attachment A. Some activities which occur under the
Program may be covered through the collective efforts of third party, nonprofit, watershed, or
other community groups. Certain components and requirements of this program have been
codified into Ascension Parish code of ordinance.

Waterbodies and Pollutants of Concern Inside the Urbanized Area

The UA of Ascension Parish contains portions of four LDEQ designated water quality basin
subsegments defined at LAC 33:1X.1123.Table 3, as follows:

Table 1 - Named Waterbodies in Ascension Parish UA
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Subsegment 040201 Bayou Manchac — Headwaters to the Amite River

Subsegment 040302 Amite River — Louisiana Highway 37 to the Amite
River Diversion Canal

Subsegment 040403 Blind River — Source to Confluence with the Amite
River Diversion Canal (Scenic)

Subsegment 040404 New River — Headwaters to New River Canal

Attached as Figure 2 is a quadrangle map depicting the above watersheds that are located within
the Ascension Parish UA. Although water quality subsegment 040303 is designated as scenic,
this designation applies only to Blind River and not its tributaries or distributaries. As depicted on
Figure 2, no portions of the Blind River main stem are located within the UA of Ascension Parish.
The Parish has identified pathogens (fecal coliform), organic enrichment (nutrients),
sedimentation, and low dissolved oxygen (DO) as the primary pollutants of concern within the
waterbodies located in the UA. These pollutants are consistent with those identified by LDEQ as
impaired on the §303(d) List. In accordance with the LDEQ 2018 Louisiana Water Quality
Integrated Report, each of the above listed subsegments is listed as impaired as follows:



Table 2 — Impairments to Named Waterbodies in Ascension Parish UA

Natural Sources
(Bayou Manchac) | Dissolved Oxygen On-Site Treatment Systems, Natural Sources
Sulfate Natural Sources
Total Dissolved Solids Natural Sources
Subsegment 040302 | Fecal Coliform On-Site Treatment Systems, Sanitary Sewer
(Amite River) Overflows
Dissolved Oxygen Natural Sources
Mercury Atmospheric Deposition, Unknown Sources
Subsegment 040403 | Dissolved Oxygen Natural Sources
(Blind River) Mercury Atmospheric Deposition, Unknown Sources
Non-Native Aquatic Introduction of Non-Native Organisms
Plants (Accidental or Intentional)
Subsegment 040404 | Fecal Coliform On-Site Treatment Systems
(New River) Dissolved Oxygen On-Site Treatment Systems
Non-Native Aquatic Introduction of Non-Native Organisms
Plants (Accidental or Intentional)

Discharges from the Parish MS4 do enter these impaired waterbodies. Although storm water is
not listed as a specific source of the impairments, storm water does likely contribute to the
transport of the above-listed pollutants during storm events.

LDEQ and the US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 6 developed TMDLs for
several subsegments of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin which including those referenced above. In
2011, LDEQ developed a TMDL for Bayou Manchac (Subsegment 040201) to address low
dissolved oxygen and nutrients. The TMDL includes a wasteload allocation (WLA) for the
Ascension Parish MS4. According to the TMDL, the loading attributed to the MS4 represents the
non-point loading present within the stream under critical low-flow conditions. The WLA in the
TMDL did not include storm water and is not intended to be converted into permit limits. The
TMDL recognized that there are many permitted and unpermitted facilities discharging into the
MS4; therefore, the TMDL stated, “the MS4 permittee must apply the appropriate BMPs to
reduce the nonpoint source loading into the watershed as well as eliminate illicit dischargers.”
The TMDL greatly reduced effluent limitations on the individual package sewerage treatment
plants to help ensure non-storm water discharges would be compliant with state water quality
standards.

Additionally, the Parish is currently working toward reduction of oxygen demanding pollutants in
the Bayou Manchac watershed through the regionalization of sewage treatment in the Parish.
There are currently thousands of individual package type treatment plants which discharge to
surface waters of the state within the Parish. These plants range from larger neighborhood
collection and treatment systems to individual home septic systems and small aerated units at
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commercial businesses. Under the regionalization plan, the Parish intends to tie as many of these
decentralized units into the Parish collection system for advanced treatment and final discharge
to waters of the State. In doing this, the Parish expects the water quality in the Bayou Manchac
watershed to be significantly improved. However, the Parish also recognizes that the East Baton
Rouge Parish South Sewer Plant routinely experiences sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) during
storm events which allow millions of gallons of untreated sewage mixed with storm water to be
discharged to Bayou Manchac. Until the time that this significant upstream source is eliminated,
the Bayou Manchac watershed will struggle to show demonstrated improvements in water
quality.

Monitoring Efforts Within the MS4 Permitted Area

Ascension Parish implemented a water quality sampling program in 2013 to screen ambient
waterbodies for potential pollutants and to aid in identification of pollutant sources. The
program was funded by USEPA under the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation Program (EPA
#BR-00F77001/UNO58556C). The August 2018 Water Quality Environmental Report (see
Attachment B for excerpts) provides significant information on the waterbodies within the UA,
including land use and permitted dischargers. The program included sampling at twenty-three
water quality stations (see Figure 3) for over five years. Field monitoring parameters included
dissolved oxygen, chlorophyll, blue-green algae, total dissolved solids, turbidity, temperature,
and pH. Lab parameters included five-day biochemical oxygen demand (BODs), total phosphorus,
total nitrogen (as the sum of nitrate, nitrite, and total Kjeldahl nitrogen), chloride, sulfate, and
fecal coliform.

The results of the program indicated that the Ascension Parish waterbodies have dissolved
oxygen concentrations often below water quality standards and have fecal coliform counts above
water quality standards. These results lead Ascension Parish to focus its MS4 efforts on sanitary
wastewater discharges to parish waterbodies. The report documents that there are
approximately 565 permitted point source discharges of treated sanitary wastewater in
Ascension Parish. Ascension Parish currently utilizes the report to identify locations for illicit
discharge detection efforts and to evaluate impacts of MS4 efforts on water quality.



Activities Associated with Minimum Control Measures

Ascension Parish Government provides the following reporting of 2020 activities associated with
complying with the Small MS4 General Permit minimum control measures (MCM:s):

MCM1: Public Education and Qutreach on Stormwater Impacts

Ascension Parish recognizes that educating the public is an essential element in an overall storm
water management program; however, the COVID-19 pandemic significantly limited community
outreach efforts in 2020. Activities requiring assemblies of people (e.g., annual household
hazardous materials collection day and Project River Cleanup) or face-to-face contact (recycling,
brochure pick-up, etc.) were limited during most of 2020 due to the ongoing pandemic.
Community outreach efforts were either canceled, or postponed, or conducted in a limited
capacity. The remainder of this section includes a description of community education outreach
efforts conducted in 2020.

Brochures/Booklets/Flyers/Pamphlets

Ascension Parish has flyers displayed for informing the public on topics relating to storm water
quality and what individuals can do to improve runoff in the parish. Examples of the material
distributed include Homebuyers Guide to Septic System; Science in Action (low impact
development and green infrastructure); Urban Stormwater Runoff BMPs; etc. (see Attachment
C). The materials are displayed in four locations: Lobby of Main Government Complex, Gonzales
Library, Prairieville Library, and Galvez Library. Ascension Parish estimates 20 brochures were
distributed in each of the locations for an approximate total of 80 brochures distributed in 2020.

Ascension Parish uses brochures and other means of publications to provide the public,
businesses, and other organizations with information about preventing storm water impacts.
These publications provide information on the proper use of pesticides, herbicides, and
fertilizers, and ways to reduce storm water pollutants.

Website

The Parish has also updated its website (http://www.ascensionparish.net/storm-water/) to add
a webpage (see Attachment D) that includes pertinent information regarding storm water
programs. The website also includes links to guidance and copies of plans, information, and
activities to help ensure that storm water regulation requirements are clear. These links provide
citizens with information to help make them aware of how their actions affect storm water and
how they can reduce pollutants in runoff. The MS4 website received 548 views by the end of
2020.

Ascension 21

In 2020 Ascension Parish began airing two bulletins on storm water quality on Ascension Channel
21 (A21), a governmental access cable television channel. The bulletins “Proper Debris
Placement for Drainage” and “Only Rain in the Drain” where aired multiple times each day (see
Attachment E). In 2021, equipment will be upgraded so a count of times bulletins were aired will
be available. A standalone bulletin regarding recycling ran 165 times on A21 and was posted on
the Ascension Parish YouTube Channel in October 2020.



Recycling Center and Christmas Tree Pickup

Ascension Parish continued operation of its recycling center Monday through Thursday from 7
a.m. to 4 p.m. and every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The recycling center was open, but
unstaffed from March 30 to May 2 due to COVID 19 restrictions. The recycling center was
reopened May 4, 2020 and continued normal operations for the remainder of the year.
Ascension Parish estimated 10, 379 vehicles visited the recycling center in 2020. Documentation
of recycling center operations are included in Attachment F. Ascension Parish estimates 3,120
cubic yards of material was collected for recycling and 77 tons of scrap metal was collected in
2020.

The Parish conducted a Christmas Tree Drop-off effort from at the end of the 2019 Holiday
season from December 30, 2019 to January 12, 2020 and at the end of the 2020 holiday season
from December 28, 2020 to January 12, 2021. (see Attachment G). Christmas trees were
shredded and mulched. The resulting mulch was used around public building landscaping areas.

These ongoing services help connect Ascension Parish with its residents in efforts to reduce
pollutants that may end up in storm water discharges.

Developers, Construction Companies, and Contractor Education

Prior to the start of each large-scale project, a pre-construction meeting is held at the Parish’s
Department of Public Works building. The meeting is conducted by the Parish with contractors
to discuss schedule, milestones, and project activities, with a focus on how to minimize impacts
to storm water runoff. The meeting provides an opportunity to review the erosion control plans,
SWPP Plans, final stabilization of the project site, post-construction storm water management,
and the role of the contractor at each stage.

Ascension Parish began distributing brochures on septic system maintenance, low impact
development and stormwater runoff BMPs with contractor and homeowner building permit
packets. Ascension Parish distributed permit packets with stuffed with brochures. Contractors
area also provided with stormwater runoff BMP procedure and procedures for developing and
implementing a SWPPP in the pre-construction meetings.

Litter Pickup

In 2020 Ascension Parish utilized existing public works resources to conduct litter pick up from
parish ditches and roadways. The program has been very successful, resulting in the collection of
6,145 bags of trash (using 30-gallon bags) as well as various other trash items in 2020. An
additional 63 bags of trash (55-gallon bags) were collected during grass cutting operations. No
litter pick up was conducted during the months of April and May due to COVID. Ascension Parish
estimates a total of 25,105 cubic feet of liter was collected as part of this new program (see
Attachment H).

Additional Public Outreach

The Parish has a designated storm water inspector who addresses public complaints, mostly
regarding runoff from construction sites. Two of the main goals of the storm water inspector are
to address construction site runoff issues, but also to communicate with individuals on a “one on
one” basis to help educate the public on “doing their part” in improving storm water quality.
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