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2021 BUDGET MESSAGE

To the citizens of Ascension Parish and the Ascension Parish Council:

In accordance with Article V11, Section 7.01 of the Charter of Ascension Parish, Louisiana, enclosed is
the Year 2021 Operating Budget for the Ascension Parish Government. The Year 2021 Budget has been
prepared to maintain all individual funds with a positive fund balance as of December 31, 2021. The
purpose of this Budget Message is to present fiscal recommendations and to identify objectives for the
coming year as well as the underlying assumptions made in the projection of the revenues and related
expenditures of the operations of Parish Government.

The condition of the national, state, and local economy was considered by the Parish’s elected and
appointed officials when setting the 2021 Budget. Many companies engaged in the petro chemical
industry are located in the industrial corridor along the Mississippi River. These industries are the
major employers of the Parish’s work force. Other important industries include government,
construction, banking and financial services, insurance, telecommunications, real estate and wholesale
and retail trade.

Standard & Poor’s upgraded the Parish’s credit rating from AA to AA+. Ascension Parish joins an elite
group of governments in the United States in terms of financial stability. The greatest benefit of such a
rating is that our taxpaying citizens will save money on financing infrastructure projects and
maintaining assets. One of the key factors that contributed to such a high bond rating is our
commitment to build and maintain a strong financial reserve.

Ascension Economic Development Corporation (AEDC) reported 2020 has been a busy year for site
location requests and expansion opportunities throughout the Parish for industrial, commercial, and
retail establishments.



The Operating Budget is based on conservative estimates while the Capital Budget is an aggressive
budget with funding primarily provided by grants and bond revenue received in prior years.

OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET
Year 2020 compared to Year 2021

2021 BUDGET
2020 BUDGET 2021 BUDGET OVER/(UNDER)
OPERATING BUDGET Amount Amount Amount
General $ 18,850,000 $ 20,495,000 $ 1,645,000
Special Revenue 61,226,700 60,617,700 (609,000)
Debt Service 11,840,500 10,043,000 (1,797,500)
Enterprise/Internal 16,534,500 15,995,000 (539,500)
Services
TOTAL OPERATING $ 108,451,700 $ 107,150,700 ($1,301,000)
BUDGET
CAPITAL BUDGET $ 50,292,000 $ 85,600,000 $ 35,308,000
GRAND TOTAL $ 158,743,700 $ 192,750,700 $ 34,007,000
OPERATING BUDGET - 2021 OPERATING BUDGET - 2021
REVENUES EXPENDITURES
Plus Required Fund Balance Ascension Parish Government
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CAPITAL BUDGET - 2021 CAPITAL BUDGET - 2021

REVENUES EXPENDITURES
Plus Required Fund Balance Ascension Parish Government

Ascension Parish Government $85,600,000
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Major construction projects included are as follows:

+* Road Construction Fund S 7,285,000
** Move Ascension Construction $ 16,700,000
¢ Infrastructure Projects Fund S 1,260,000
% Lighting Districts Construction Fund S 825,000
%+ East Ascension Major Construction Fund $ 44,165,500
%+ Jail Construction Fund S 1,100,000
% Office Building Construction Fund S 102,000
* Animal Services Construction Fund S 400,000
< Health Unit Construction Fund S 200,000
¢+ Fire District #1 Construction Fund S 885,000
*+ Fire District #2 Construction Fund $ 352,000
«¢ Fire District #3 Construction Fund S 330,000
s Water/Waste Water Construction Fund $ 6,250,000
¢+ Community Development Block Grant Fund S 100,000
<+ Park Construction Fund S 5,645,500
Total Major Construction Projects: $ 85,600,000

The Budget is a responsible approach to address the needs of the Parish through the stability of
providing vital governmental services with an aggressive plan to address the growing infrastructure
and capital improvement needs for our expanding community.



The General Fund is always considered a major fund of the Parish. The other major funds of the
Parish are determined by identifying any fund whose revenues or expenditures, excluding other
financing sources and uses, constitute more than 10% of the revenues or expenditures of the
appropriated budget. Specifics concerning the Major Funds are as follows:

GENERAL FUND is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted
for in another fund.
Revenues derived by the General Fund are $13,200,700 and transfers into the General Fund
total $15,050,000. Operating expenditures are $20,495,000 for the Year 2021.
Transfers out total $4,770,000.

The General Fund will continue to require the 1% Sales & Use Tax transfer to balance.
Historically, the General Fund cannot operate without a transfer from the 1% Sales & Use Tax
Fund. Along with the Parish’s growth factor, the cost to provide legislated mandated services
has continued to rise. Additional funding is provided for anticipated major repairs to the HVAC
systems and roofs of various buildings in the Parish.

Funding for the Parish Prison is provided by the General Fund in the amount of $4,000,000.

Fiscal Recommendation — to continue to monitor the revenues derived from the 1% Sales & Use
Tax Fund to analyze the General Fund’s dependence on the 1% Sales & Use Tax District.

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND is used to account for maintenance of Parish highways, streets, and bridges.

Financing has been provided by the appropriation of sales taxes and entitlement from the State’s
Parish Transportation Fund.

Road and Bridge Fund
Revenues received from the Parish Transportation Act provide $825,000 in 2021.

Supplemental funding is provided by the 1% Sales & Use Tax Fund in the amount of $9,050,000.

Budgeted again in 2021 is $152,000 of funding from the State of Louisiana, allowing the Parish
to cut grass along State highways in the Parish.

Operations have been increased to cover the cost to repair and maintain the Parish’s roads.

Fiscal Recommendation — to continue to monitor the financial stability of the 1% Sales and Use
Tax District in order to address the growing transportation needs of the Parish. The Parish has
invested in equipment to further maintain the Parish roads in a manner that will extend the
useful life of the Parish Road system. Also, the Parish has established a bridge evaluation
program to monitor the integrity of the Parish bridges.



The East Ascension Drainage Fund is used to account for the maintenance, improvements, and
repairs to the gravity drainage system on the East side of the Parish. Financing is provided primarily
by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and dedicated sales taxes. The sales taxes
collected in the East Ascension Drainage Sales Tax District are perpetual.

EAST ASCENSION CONSOLIDATED GRAVITY DRAINAGE DISTRICT
The combined revenues and transfers in for East Ascension Consolidated Gravity Drainage
District Fund for year 2021 are $21,546,500. The combined expenditures and transfers out are
$21,542,500. Additional funding is provided this year for equipment and vehicle purchases,
contracts for ditch digging and setting culverts, and repairs to Marvin Braud and Sorrento Pump

Stations. The East Ascension Drainage Fund has a projected fund balance of $27,882,525 at
December 31, 2021.

Fiscal Recommendation — The East Ascension Drainage Board will continue to monitor the one-
half % Sales and Use Tax revenues in order to maintain ditches and natural drainage of the
Parish to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens.

The Sales and Use Tax Funds are used to account for the collection of a one, and a one-half percent
sales and use tax in the Parish. The sales taxes collected in Sales Tax District #1 and Sales Tax District
#2 are perpetual. The Council participates in centralized administration of local sales taxes for the

Parish. The taxes are remitted to the appropriate funds as budgeted by the Council annually, or as
dedicated.

SALES & USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 1

In year, 2021 sales tax revenue and transfers in are $22,640,000. A conservative approach has
been taken for budgeting sales tax revenues for 2021 with no growth anticipated.

Expenditures and transfers out are budgeted at $27,235,000.

The Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 continues to provide the largest source of undedicated
revenue for the Parish. Historically, the General Fund, the Road & Bridge Fund and the

Recreation Fund have increased their dependence on a transfer from the Sales & Use Tax
District No. 1 Fund to fund operations.

Fiscal Recommendation: To monitor the revenues generated from the 1% Sales & Use Tax
District.

SALES & USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 2

In July, 1994 the voters of Ascension Parish approved a perpetual one-half percent (4%) rural
sales & use tax to fund fire protection services and road improvements.

In Year 2021 the sales & use tax revenue and transfers in are projected to be $10,515,000, with

one-third of the proceeds dedicated to fire protection services and the remaining two-thirds to
road construction.



The transfer to the Road Construction Fund totals $5,074,500. Revenue Bonds totaling
$25,000,000 were authorized in 2017 for the construction, maintenance, and improvements of
rural roads in the Parish. The Move Ascension Construction Fund was established to account
for these projects. The road construction debt service transfer is $1,782,500 in year 2021.

The East Ascension Drainage Construction Fund is used to account for the improvements to pumping
stations, channel improvements, levee extension and restoration and basin improvements. A
portion of East Ascension Drainage fund balance will be used to fund the high maintenance costs of
these improvements.

EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE CONSTRUCTION FUND
The East Ascension Drainage Construction Fund has appropriated $44,165,500 towards several
major construction projects, including New River Canal drainage upgrade, Frog/Fish Bayou Lock
project, bridge infrastructure improvements, Major Channel maintenance, and subdivision
ditch system improvement program, just to name a few.

Fiscal Recommendation: The East Ascension Consolidated Gravity Drainage District will
continue to design and construct projects that promote the health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens of East Ascension.

The Move Ascension Construction Fund is used to account for infrastructure improvements to move
traffic within Ascension Parish. The improvements include widening, intersection improvements and
roundabouts.

MOVE ASCENSION CONSTRUCTION FUND
The combined revenues and transfers in are $1,268,000. $1,043,000 of these revenues are
from the DOTD Road Transfer Program. In year 2021, $16,700,000 has been appropriated for
road projects that include but are not limited to:

e Roddy Road (LA935-LA621)

e Roddy Road (US 61 — LA935)

¢ Henry Road Widening

e PR 929/Parker Roundabout

e Ashland Rd-St. Landry Avenue Connector
¢ Roddy Road (Merritt Evans & Norwood)
¢ (. Braud Widening (LA73 — LA 928)

¢ Germany Road Widening

e Duplessis Road (US 61— LA 73)

e LA 73 Turn Lanes (Oakland & Brown)

e LA 73 Turn Lanes (Henry Road)

e US 61 & Germany Road Intersection Improvements
e PR 929 @ Braud Road Roundabout

e Roddy Road @ LA 621 Roundabout
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¢ Roddy Road @ Churchpoint Roundabout
e LA 73 - Bluff Road (LA 928) Connector

Fiscal Recommendation: The Move Ascension Construction Fund’s initiative is being continued
to provide a multimillion-dollar transportation program developed to improve road safety and
traffic congestion in Ascension Parish. The program is designed to work in collaboration with
the ongoing state highway improvements to provide safety and capacity upgrades for parish
corridors that see high usage.

Research and planning is continuing on the following:

» to restructure government to address the current and future needs of Ascension Parish

> to continue to address and fund a road construction program and address traffic congestion on
State highways in conjunction with the State

to continue to operate the Ascension Parish Citizen Service Office

to expand recreational opportunities

to establish multi-year budgeting based on Parish priorities

Y V V¥V

Debt of the Parish

The outstanding debt of the Parish as of January 1, 2021 is $109,282,339. The Parish is well below the
debt limit established by State Statutes.

The legal debt margin for general obligation bonds is as follows:

Ad Valorem Taxes — assessed valuation, 2019 Tax Roll $1,681,459,890
Debt limit: 10% of assessed valuation (for any one purpose) $ 168,145,989
Debt limit: 35% of assessed valuation (aggregate, all purposes) $ 588,510,962

Sales & Use Taxes — the maturities of bonds shall be so arranged that the total amount of
principal and interest falling due in any year, together with principal and interest falling due in
such year on all bonds theretofore issued hereunder, and then outstanding, shall never exceed
seventy-five percent of the amount of sales tax revenues estimated by the governing authority
to be received by it in the calendar year in which the bonds are issued.



Awards

Ascension Parish Government has been awarded the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for the past eleven
years. This award is presented to governments in the United States and Canada that go beyond
generally accepted accounting principles that evidence the spirit of transparency and full disclosures of
governmental operations.

Ascension Parish Government has also been awarded the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for
the past nine years by GFOA and reflects the commitment of Parish Government to meet the highest

principles of governmental budgeting.

Acknowledgments

This year’s budget development process has been a team effort. Department Heads, the Parish
Council, and Parish agencies deserve recognition for demonstrating collaboration and creativity in
developing this budget, which will be used as our work plan in 2021.

This Budget provides critical services needed throughout the Parish. The demand for the related costs
of providing services continues to increase. It is essential that we continue the realization of
productivity gains by the effective utilization of available resources. In short, the real challenge
presented to the Parish Government is that we make the critical decisions at the appropriate time
which will result in realized efficiency, and in turn, provide the highest level of services available to the
citizens of Ascension Parish.

The 2021 Budget can be located on the Parish website at www.ascensionparish.net, under the Finance
Department and is available for Public review at 615 East Worthey, Gonzales, LA. We encourage
citizens and interested parties to take advantage of this opportunity.

ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT

Ll ™

Clint Cointment, Parish President

ws 5. Z¢ S

Gwen LeBlanc, Chief Financial Officer




QORDINANCE FOR AMENDING 2020 BUDGET AND
APPROPRIATING YEAR 2021 BUDGET

WHEREAS, a revision of certain budgets for the 2020 budget
year for certain funds has been prepared and submitted to the
Council as follows:

2020
Operating Surplus Fund Balance
(Deficit}Amended To After Amendments

General $ «1,132,300> $ 17,763,479
Road & Bridge <384, 000> 299,176
East Asc. Major Drainage <3,733,000> 27,878,525
West Asc. Drainage <98, 000> 1,450,793
Sales & Use Tax Dist. #2 Fund 14,000 152,363
Sales & Use Tax Dist. #1 Fund <1,094,500> 17,041,327
Criminal Court < 29,000> 134, 960
Health Unit 467,500 4,077,471
Mental Health 1,069,500 9,680,510
Fire District #2 <98, 500> 1,742,266
Recreation <1,679,500> 4,828,317
Animal Services 314,500 314,500
Lighting District No. 1 21,000 475,826
Lighting District No. 2 59,500 409,778
Lighting District No. 3 32,500 311,240
Lighting District No. 4 <6,000> 161,046
Lighting District No. 5 12,500 174,125
Lighting District No. 6 <603,000> 2,631,448
Lighting District No. 7 4,500 88,554
Ascension Jail Fund 264,500 389,483
Law Officers' Court Fund <18, 000> 42,788
HUD Section 8 -0- 440,229
Judicial Exp Fund-Parish Court <232,000> 122,247
Fire District #1 21,000 3,201,762
Council on Aging 122,800 2,213,135
23rd Judicial Dist. FINS Fund <16,000> 10,916
FEMA-Rep. Loss Red.Acq/Elev. <655, 000> 778,325
Fire District #3 <568, 500> 12,173,888
Brookstone Subdivision Rd Dist 3,000 3,000
Cambre Oaks Subdivision Rd Dist 3,000 3,000
Camellia Cove Subdivision Rd Dist 500 500
Germany Oaks Subdivision Rd Dist 3,000 3,000
Highland Trace Subdivision Rd Dist 3,500 3,500
Jamestown Crossing 1%t Filing RD 1,500 1,500
Jamestown Crossing 2m Filing RD 3,000 3,000
Villas at Rosewood Subdivision RD 500 500
Library Bond Fund 14,500 403,006
Sales Tax Dist #1 Sinking <112,000> 956,571
Sales & Use Tax Dist. #2 Sink <3,500> 928,884
E.A. Major Drainage Sinking 6,500 707,697
West Asc Drainage Sinking Fund -0- 59,609
Fire District #1 Sinking <27,500> 106,212
ACUD #1 Sinking Fund 3,000 426,831
ACUD #1 Reserve Fund 500 64,873
Lamar Dixon Expo Center <204,000> 1,053,354
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2020
Operating Surplus Fund Balance
(Deficit)}Amended To After Amendments

ACUD #2 95,500 357, 666
ACUD #1 <125,000> 49,673
Parish Utilities of Ascension <701,000> 707,662
Ascension Parish Ins Fund <36,000> 4,002,294
Maintenance Fund 20,000 1,206,825
Dental Insurance <3,500> 86,185
Road Construction Fund <839,500> 18,141,483
Move Ascension Fund <3, 387,500> 29,559,130
Infrastructure Projects Fund <355,000> 2,905,900
Light Dist Construction Fund 775,500 1,074,775
E.A. Major Construction Fund <914,000> 46,297,080
Jail Construction Fund <642,500> 32,357
Courthouse Construction Fund <21,772,500> 45,074
Office Building Construction 51,500 851,574
Animal Services Construction Fd 400,000 400,000
Health Unit Construction Fund <529,000> 219,509
Fire Dist #1 Construction Fd <4,905,000> 3,089,189
Fire Dist #2 Construction Fd <223,500> 40,838
Fire Dist #3 Construction Fd <774,000> 538,027
Water/Waste Water Const Fund <2,934,500> 11,887,419
LCDBG Lemannville Sewer Pxrj -0- 89,893
CDBG Construction Fund -0- 1,520,108
Hazard Mitigation Grant Fund -0~ 121,485
Dedicated Special Projects Fund -0- -0-

Park Construction Fund 1,137,500 5,653,031

WHEREAS, a proposed Operating Budget for Year 2021 includes
revenues of $109,196,700, plus required fund balance of
$2,778,500 for a total equal to $111,975,200 and expenditures of
$107,150,700.

The Capital Budget includes revenues of $2,720,500 plus reguired
fund balance of $78,055,000 for a total equal to $80,775,500 and
expenditures of 585,600,000.

Therefore, total Operating and Capital Budget revenues plus
required fund balance equal $192,750,700 and expenditures egual
$192,750,700. Interfund transfers are $51,362,000.

WHEREAS, the Ascension Parish Council has reviewed and
considered such proposed budget and made revisions of same, and

WHEREAS, said proposed budget was duly set, after proper
notice to the public, for public hearing which was held on
November 19, 2020 as required by the revised statutes of the
State of Louisiana and the Ascension Parish Home Rule Charter,
therefore,
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BE IT ORDAINED by the Ascension Parish Council of the
State of Louisiana:

Section 1 - 2020 Amended Budget

That the amended budgets as prepared for 2020 are approved
and appropriated by Ascension Parish Council with the
stipulation that,

A.

Efe

Transfer from the Sales & Use Tax District No. 1
Fund to the General Fund, the Road & Bridge Fund,
and the Criminal Court Fund, in the amount
necessary to maintain a balanced fund, but will
not exceed the amount authorized in the Budget.
The Recreation Fund is allocated 10% of the net 1%
Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 revenues as an
additional source of funding. Funding is also
provided by an allocation to Sales & Use Tax #1
Bond Sinking Fund, and FINS (Families in Need of
Services). To the extent that the resulting
revenues of the Sales & Use Tax District No. 1
Fund exceed expenditures and transfers, and after
an adequate Fund Balance equal to six months of
expenditures is maintained, then such excess will
be transferred 75% to the Mega Infrastructure
Projects Construction Fund and 25% to the
Recreation Fund.

The one-third net of the Sales and Use Tax
District #2 revenues collected for fire protection
shall be shared by Ascension Parish Fire
Protection District No. 1 at 65%, by Ascension
Parish Fire Protection District No. 2 at 13% and
by Ascension Parish Fire Protection District No. 3
at 22%.

All unexpended appropriations will lapse at
December 31, 2020.

Section 2 - 2021 Budget

That the budget proposed for Year 2021 is approved adopted
and appropriated, with the following provisions:

A.

Expenditures not contemplated in the operation of
the government of Ascension Parish as set forth in
this budget are to be approved in accordance with
the provisions of Article VII, Section 7-01 of the
Home Rule Charter of Ascension Parish.
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Transfer from the Sales & Use Tax District No. 1
Fund to the General Fund, the Road & Bridge Fund,
and the Criminal Court Fund, in the amount
necessary to maintain a balanced fund, but will
not exceed the amount authorized in the Budget.
The Recreation Fund is allocated 10% of the net 1%
Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 revenues as an
additional source of funding. Funding is also
provided by an allocation to Sales & Use Tax
District No. 1 Sinking Fund, and FINS (Families in
Need of Services). To the extent that the
resulting revenues of the Sales & Use Tax District
No. 1 Fund exceed expenditures and transfers, and
after an adequate Fund Balance equal to six months
of expenditures is maintained, then such

excess will be transferred 75% to the Mega
Infrastructure Projects Construction Fund and 25%
to the Recreation Fund.

The one-third net of the Sales and Use Tax
District #2 revenues collected for fire protection
shall be shared by Ascension Parish Fire
Protection District No. 1 at 65%, by Ascension
Parish Fire Protection District No. 2 at 13% and
by Ascension Parish Fire Protection District No. 3
at 22%.

Funding to provide for the 2020 encumbrances is
hereby approved and appropriated.

All unexpended appropriations will lapse at
December 31, 2021,
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This ordinance having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon
was as follows:

YEAS: Alvin Thomas, Joel Robert, Travis Turner, Dempsey
Lambert, Chase Melancon, Aaron Lawler, Teri Casso, Dal
Waguespack, John Cagnolatti, Michael Mason

NAYS: None

NOT VOTING: None

ABSENT : Corey Orgeron

And this ordinance was passed on the 19th day of November 2020.

SN W .

Secretary / Parish President
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ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT
State of Louisiana

HISTORY

Shrqveporte,, _ ...

EARLY DAYS
Over 500 years define the history of the site of Ascension Parish; a site historically identified by
the important junction of the Mississippi River and Bayou Lafourche.

About the year 1200, these waterways were one, then the river changed course, leaving behind
a small stream the Native Tribes called ‘bayuk’; today’s Bayou Lafourche.

The Houma Bayougoula, and Tchitimacha tribes occupied this site for years before Europeans.
While primitive, they lived in organized communities with disciplined beliefs.

Source: Ascension Economic Development
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ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT
State of Louisiana

They were hunters and farmers who built mounds and temples. They knew pottery, basketry,
and ceramics. They named the Great River, ‘Michi Sipi,” and are to be credited for helping the
early settlers.

The first Europeans (Spanish explorers) arrived here before 1520. In 1541, the conquistador,
Hernando de Soto, was the first to write of the Great River, and his lieutenant, Luis de Moscoso,
was likely the first to travel the length of Bayou Lafourche on his escape to Mexico.

In this period the Tribes spoke openly of ‘the fork’ (Bayou Lafourche) in the river as another route
to the Gulf, but this openness faded, and la fourche was thought mere fable. In 1680, however,
the French missionary, Louis Hennepin, wrote of the strategic fork in the river. Afterwards, the
search for ‘la fourche’ became an obsession for the French.

In 1682, Rene Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle, descended the Mississippi. In April, he found the
Gulf, and claimed “La Louisiana’ for France.

Due to seasonal high waters la fourche was not found. Because he did not document the river’s
mouth, for nearly twenty years Louisiana was mostly undisturbed, other than ‘coureurs-des-bois’
(French trappers) roaming the territory.

By 1698, France and Spain were competing for Louisiana. Serving France in 1699, Pierre Le
Moyne, Sieur d ‘Iberville rediscovered the Mississippi, and began colonization. With help from
the Natives he found Bayou Manchagq, which today is one of Ascension’s northern boundaries.
‘La fourche’, however, remained elusive.

In 1700, d’lberville’s brother, Jean-Baptiste le Moyne, Sieur de Bienville, with Louis Juchereau de
St.Denis, and Henri de Tonti, found la fourche, and named it ‘Les Riviere de Tchitimacha.” In this
period, Iberville founded Mobile in 1702; St.Denis founded Natchitoches in 1714,

Bienville founded New Orleans in 1718, and the French became firmly established from Canada
to the Gulf.

It is thought that a tiny village existed on the Mississippi at Bayou Lafourche at this time. The
village was called ‘La Fourche des Tchitimacha,” and later ‘La Fourche.’ In time, French, Canadians,
Germans, Spanish, English, African and Native Slaves populated it.

Source: Ascension Economic Development
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ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT
State of Louisiana

AGRICULTURE IS ESTABLISHED

During this time the area’s economy was agricultural; food crops, tobacco, and indigo, Sugar Cane
was planted in 1700, but not formally established until 1795. Because adequate labor was
needed, by 1717 some 3,000 African Slaves were cultivating the land, and their number grew
until Slavery was outlawed. Like the Natives, Africans are to be credited for the growth of the
Colony.

By 1721, Louisiana was divided into nine districts with the New Orleans District representing
today’s Ascension Parish. That year saw the arrival of German settlers (L’Allemands) on the river
and in the Bayou Lafourche area. They suffered deprivation and great loss coming to Louisiana,
but their hardiness was later credited with saving New Orleans.

In 1762, France ceded Louisiana west of the Mississippi, and the ‘Isle of Orleans’ to Spain. The
Isle was the area east of the river bounded by the Bayou Manchaq, the Amite River, Lakes
Maurepas, Ponchartrain, and Borgne. All of today’s East Ascension was part of the Isle of Orleans.

ACADIAN COAST

In 1755, an event critical to Ascension occurred in Canada; England’s exile of the French from
Acadia (England’s Nova Scotia). Acadian families were scattered and torn apart. Misery followed,
but disciplined beliefs sustained them. In 1765, many arrived at New Orleans, and were settled
in today’s Ascension, an area quickly call the ‘Acadian Coast,’ later Acadia District (1769), and
Acadia County (1804). The Cajuns are due much credit for the growth of Ascension and Louisiana.

Curious to the diverse people of Ascension at this time was the ‘Creole.” Writers called them a
‘created people.” They were first defined as the newborn French in the Louisiana Colony. Intime,
this was applied to the Germans, Spanish, and Africans. Indeed, so popular was being Creole,
even their produce held that important notoriety, and was constantly sought-out by visitors.

In 1772, the village of La Fourche, the Ascension Church Parish, ‘La Iglesia de la Ascension de
Nuestro Senor Jesus Christo de La Fourche de Los Tchitimacha’ was officially founded by Father
Angelus de Reuillagodos. Because of this, La Fourche became known as ‘L ‘Ascension.’

In 1788, Spain recruited settlers from the Canary Islands to help defend against the advancing
English (L’Anglais). Called ‘Islenos,” they founded two settlements near L ‘Ascension, ‘Villa de
Galvez’ and ‘Villa de Valanzuela.” English economic penetration was feared, and despite attempts
to prevent it, at L ‘Ascension, Baton Rouge and New Orleans they became established.

Source: Ascension Economic Development
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ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT
State of Louisiana

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

In 1779, the American Revolution visited Louisiana. Successfully defending the region were the
Spanish and local troops of French, Canadian, Cajun, Isleno, German, African (Slave and Free),
and Tribal Natives. Victories at Baton Rouge and Mobile were fervently hailed by the United
States.

In 1800, Spain returned Louisiana to Napoleon’s France, Realizing the difficulty of defending
Louisiana from the English, in 1803; he sold it to the United States. When news of ‘The Purchase’
reached L ‘Ascension, English settlers were jubilant, while the French were dismayed.

CREATING ASCENSION PARISH

In 1804, The Purchase was divided, with Louisiana as the ‘Orleans Territory.” This was divided
into 12 counties, with the L ‘Ascension area as ‘Acadia’; population 5,000. Due to its prosperity,
Acadia became the ‘Gold Coast.” In 1807, the Territory was divided into 19 parishes. ‘Ascension
Parish’ was created from Acadia. In 1812, the Territory became ‘Louisiana,’ the 18" State.

Today, Ascension Parish is a true American treasure. It is the ‘Gateway’ to a glorious and sublime
portrait of time and people spanning more than five centuries. Ascension Parish is an immense
collection of diverse histories deserving simply of recognition, celebration, and protection.

Source: Ascension Economic Development
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(5108,590,200)

2021 Budget
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= BOND PROCEEDS

= INTERGOVERNMENTAL GRANTS

W INTEREST, LICENSES, PERMITS,
FINES, FORFEITURES, MISC.

m INTERGOVERNMENTAL

B OTHER TAXES-BEER, FRANCHISE

m PROPERTY TAXES

m SALES TAXES
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